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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Northern British Columbia will drive the province’s economic future. It is a region of
boundless economic potential with a broad array of renewable and non-renewable
natural resources. However, as abundant and important as these natural advantages
are, deliberate action and long-term vision are necessary to bring about the
conditions for continued economic growth and sustainable development in Northern
B.C. for the benefit of all British Columbians.

Fundamentally, the North wants to build a knowledge-based resource economy that
is connected to the world. This is our aspiration and our collective resolve.

Investment, innovation and collaboration are essential to the realization of Northern
B.C.’s vision for prosperity. In order to achieve this vision, future economic and
community development in Northern B.C. must be built on the platform of four
fundamental opportunities. These are:

1. Adding value to natural resources.
2. Growing the economic engine with strategic infrastructure investments.

3. Training and retaining a young workforce in rural and Northern British
Columbia.

4. Collaborative decisions between local governments, First Nations and
businesses on creating a positive climate for investment, certainty and
sharing opportunities through regionalized resource revenue sharing.

This paper discusses these opportunities and provides 19 recommendations for their
successful implementation.

ADDING VALUE TO NATURAL RESOURCES

For decades, the economy of Northern British Columbia has been predominantly
focused on activities related to the extraction of natural resources, with only modest
efforts made to diversify regional economies.

Continued over-reliance on primary industries without a parallel focus on strategies
for diversification left many communities vulnerable and created significant barriers
to maintaining economic and community sustainability. While this has been changing
in recent years, efforts on both policy innovation and focused investment on the part
of senior levels of government will be required to continue to diversify the Northern
British Columbia economy.

Forestry and the emerging bio-energy industry

The emerging bio-energy industry presents a major opportunity for Northern British
Columbia; the region’s supply of forest biomass can be used to produce a clean
energy supply to meet increasing demand, while meeting the goal of reducing carbon
emissions. The bio-energy industry can create jobs in Northern communities, help
diversify rural economies, and improve the health of the province’s forests. However,
the bio-energy industry will not develop to its full potential without the appropriate
policy framework.

Mining, oil and gas

In order to realize the full potential of the mining and oil and gas industries in
Northern British Columbia, conditions must be established to ensure not only that
mining and oil and gas exploration continues, but that exploration projects progress
to the next level of development and operation. These conditions include both a
favourable policy environment that supports industry development within the context
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of First Nations and environmental concerns, and the available power, pipeline, road
and communications infrastructure to facilitate and support the growth of these and
other diverse economic activities in Northern British Columbia.

GROWING THE ECONOMIC ENGINE WITH STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE
INVESTMENTS

Infrastructure investments in Northern British Columbia are critical to the future
prosperity and sustainability of the region. Strategic investments must be made
within a timeline that will make the next decade the “Northern Decade” to generate
wealth for the benefit of all British Columbians.

Transportation infrastructure

Despite the fact that highways in Northern British Columbia are responsible for
transporting wealth-generating resources from rural regions of the province into
export markets, this infrastructure has been underfunded for some time.

There is an urgent need to accelerate the completion of the Cariboo Connector four-
lane program, to develop and implement a medium-term plan to improve and four-
lane Highway 16 from Hinton to Prince Rupert, as well as to improve other highways
in Northern British Columbia. While the $200 million first phase of the Cariboo
Connector improvement project is currently underway, the remainder of the $2
billion four-laning project has not been scheduled for construction.

Increased transportation costs associated with roads which have height, width or
load restrictions impact the profitability of firms and pose significant barriers to
development in the North. Heavy manufactured goods such as compressor stations,
hydroelectric and wind turbines, combines, pre-manufactured homes, drilling rigs
and mining equipment should not have to travel out of Northern B.C. — via Alberta
and United States — to reach another region of the province.

Improved infrastructure for transporting manufactured goods to external markets is
critical to improving British Columbia’s growth position for this industry. Given the
province’s geographical position, British Columbia should be in a better growth
position than the Prairie Provinces, especially considering the low cost of industrial
land in the region that is suitable for diverse manufacturing operations.

The Port of Prince Rupert Fairview Container Terminal Phase Il and continued efforts
to build a multi-modal transportation hub at Prince George will require the support
and involvement of senior orders of government, local agencies and the private
sector.

Energy and communications infrastructure

Improvements in energy infrastructure in Northern B.C., specifically in the
Northwest, as well as the Northeast shale gas basins, are critical to ensuring that this
region of the province reaches its full development potential.

New transmission infrastructure and hydroelectric power in the Highway 37 corridor
would provide jobs and skills training during planning, implementation and
construction, and would also open up new opportunities for high-paying jobs in
mining, forestry, and power generation, while revitalizing existing industries in the
Northwest.

This project is squarely in the provincial interest given its potential to grow the
province’s GDP and thereby improve the standard of living for all British Columbians.
But, the project must undergo immediate environmental assessment and achieve
permits north to Dease Lake over the next two years, so that the line can be
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constructed in anticipation of inevitable improvements in commodity prices and as
demand for green power projects, including biomass, hydro, geothermal, and wind,
leads to permitting and financing for development.

Lack of internet connectivity leaves residents of Northern British Columbia unable to
access new educational, health care, and other critical services such as distance
education and remote medical diagnosis. It also hinders the North’s ability to conduct
business and participate in the global knowledge-based economy. Improved
connectivity will encourage revitalization of rural communities by enabling people
living in those communities to develop both socially and economically, by improving
health and education outcomes, and by connecting people to economic opportunities
elsewhere.

Investments in redundant fibre optics must be made in Northern B.C.; an additional
fibre optic system is required for the Port of Prince Rupert, as well as from Prince
George through the Northeast B.C. and into Alberta to Edmonton.

TRAINING AND RETAINING A YOUNG WORKFORCE IN RURAL AND
NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Improving the skills development and training opportunities available to the
population in Northern B.C. is critical to the future sustainability of Northern
communities.

Health

Northern B.C. has a much lower dentist-to-patient ratio than the rest of the province,
with approximately one dentist for every 2,600 persons (compared to one per 1,600
persons in the remainder of the province). Some Northern communities have no
dentist at all, forcing residents to travel several hours to obtain dental care.

Training dentists exclusively in large cities places smaller or rural communities at a
disadvantage when it comes to recruiting new dentists. If training facilities were
established in Northern B.C., dental students would be drawn to the region. The
immediate establishment of such a program is of critical importance for Northern
B.C., and should be pursued with urgency to mitigate the impact of current and
upcoming dentist shortages in the North.

Technical

Support for the development of programs that will improve the accessibility of
required training and education in applied technical disciplines, particularly
engineering, is required immediately in the North. The availability of the full range of
specific technology and engineering programs at the post-secondary level is critical
for ensuring that students in Northern B.C. receive the technical training that
employers demand for a variety of economic activities, especially resource and
manufacturing industries.

Support and funding for post-secondary certificate, diploma and degree programs
based on identified technical labour shortages and future economic opportunities
must be a priority going forward into the next decade.

Some of the most successful trades and technical career entry training is done at the
high school level in Northern B.C. with the Northern Opportunities Program in the
Northeast and the ACE-IT program in Prince George. These programs need to receive
stronger implementation and expansion support throughout rural communities in the
North given their strong track-record of increasing Grade 12 graduation rates,
college enrolment and apprenticeship completion.
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Research and Development

The University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC) is one of four research
universities in British Columbia, and is among the most research-intensive
universities in Canada. Research on the mountain pine beetle, local governance,
indigenous languages, economic development, determinants of health, and climate
change has made the university an important catalyst for community development
and sustainability in the North.

Senior levels of government must support every opportunity for research,
development and the commercialization of research developed in the North. The
ability to commercialize the research at the university is important for future
economic and community development in the North. An area for immediate attention
is to provide further support for the creation of a Bio-Energy Centre of Excellence at
UNBC to connect leading-edge research with promising or proven technologies and
industry in Northern B.C.

COLLABORATIVE DECISIONS AND REVENUE SHARING

In order to ensure that the needs of Northern B.C. are fully met in terms of strategic
investment areas, there will likely have to be two complementary streams of
resource revenue sharing. The first stream would enable communities to make
infrastructure investments that will facilitate economic growth, reinvest in
infrastructure impacted by resource industry growth, and invest in amenities that are
critical to improving quality of life. The second stream would be based on First
Nations having a direct revenue connection to the wealth-creating capacity of the
North.

Northern British Columbia

The North produces about two-thirds of provincial export wealth. Therefore, the
region would benefit from a greater share of resource revenues than are currently
being received. Our Vision for a “Northern Decade” is grounded in the proposition
that a more defined revenue sharing stream for the North would assist with
infrastructure, education and research and development to unleash further wealth
creation that is in the provincial public interest.

A fair share of this wealth should be provided to communities in the form of
unconditional funding to effectively compensate for the service and infrastructure
costs associated with resource development activities.

The lack of adequate funding for necessary infrastructure investments has as much
of an impact on community development as it does on economic development. It is
difficult to attract management talent and skilled trades people when most Northern
communities have fewer sports and cultural amenities than would be taken for
granted at a high school in the Lower Mainland.

First Nations

Resource revenue sharing and collaboration with First Nations will result in a fairer
share of the economic benefits of resource development in the North and help to
grow and attract additional economic activity.

Involving First Nations in the economic development process may garner greater
support from First Nations groups for resource projects, potentially making the
difference for approval of environmentally sensitive projects and driving certainty,
investment and profitability. Cooperation between First Nations, industry and the
government holds the key to realizing the wealth-generating potential of the North.
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The Province of B.C. has announced that it will engage in revenue sharing with First
Nations on new mining projects, but the process for development of revenue sharing
has not been established. While this decision to provide a royalty stream to First
Nations is a bold step forward, the revenue share for First Nations must be
confirmed, rather than decided on a project-by-project basis. In order for First
Nations communities to participate fully in the province’s economic and social
progress, the revenue stream from mining must be operational as soon as possible.

Northern Economic Development

Northern Development Initiative Trust (Northern Development) and economic
development agencies, such as Initiatives Prince George Development Corporation
(Initiatives Prince George), Terrace Economic Development Authority, and many
others have catalyzed significant investment made in the North, for the North.

Through Northern Development, Central and Northern British Columbia are feeling a
greater sense of control over their economic future. Since its inception in 2005,
Northern Development has committed over $50 million to over 350 projects.

More than 14% of the projects funded by Northern Development, and a
corresponding percentage of the outflow, are going to projects led by First Nations,
above their relative population base in the North.

While Northern Development has been a veritable success, its regionalized decision-
making structure cannot meet both the demands for catalytic investments in the
North that are the priorities of communities, and be sustainable for future
generations. There simply isn’t enough of a capital base.

Initiatives Prince George has been at the forefront of catalyzing, coordinating, and
communicating the role of Prince George within the New North. Fundamentally, as
the largest city in Northern B.C., a strong Prince George makes for a strong region
and vice versa.

Many communities and First Nations across central and northern BC struggle with
economic development staffing and capacity to reach their economic potential.

There must be an increase in funding and decision-making capacity in the North in
order for the region to fully realize its potential.

ENERGY POLICY

Available hydro power at a low cost has traditionally been a competitive advantage
of Northern B.C., but that now seems to have disappeared in the eyes of large
manufacturers. Long-term, low-cost power contracts are being used by other
jurisdictions to lure away investment and jobs.

BC Hydro’s current policy focus seems to be centered on energy conservation, which
is a legitimate focus, but does not use power pricing and procurement policy as a
tool for economic development.

To succeed, B.C. requires results-oriented power pricing, transmission infrastructure
development, tendering conditions and revenue sharing which grow the economy in
the North.

CONCLUSION

Investments in Northern B.C. must always be focused on the goal of enhancing the
North as a knowledge-based resource economy connected to the world.
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Northern B.C., in many respects, has a lower cost structure than the Lower Mainland
because of our lack of congestion, lower industrial and residential land pricing. To
enable competitive manufacturing and be a jurisdiction of choice for capital
investment, there must be collective investments in the North, by the North.

What will drive the prosperity of Northern B.C. are hydro transmission,
transportation, communications, education and research and development at UNBC
that is linked to our resource-based economy. Taken together, strategic investments
in these critical areas will help develop and bring-to-markets beyond our region our
resource-intensive and value-added products to markets.

Finally, the Northern vision for prosperity requires resource revenue sharing with an
effective and inclusive decision-making framework. It is Northern decision makers —
from business, communities and First Nations — that will propel the next decade to
be the “Northern Decade”, for the benefit of the whole province.

STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATIONS: NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA — A
VISION FOR PROSPERITY

1. Ensure resources and support for communities and First Nations to increase their
economic development capacity and access highly-skilled site locator and
industry attraction expertise focused on value-added manufacturing for the
resource sector.

2. Harmonize bio-energy strategies and set targets and timelines regarding access
to fibre, cost of fibre, and contract pricing for power.

3. Stimulate research and development, enact workable public policy frameworks,
and support commercialization in the bio-energy sector.

4. Eliminate duplication of regulation, process and timelines associated with
provincial and federal environmental assessments and project reviews.

5. Establish a Mining Commission with one-window approval, permitting and safety
services in Northwest B.C. for the province.

6. Accelerate completion of the four-lane Cariboo Connector project on Highway 97
and define a realistic timeline and complete substantial improvements to
Highway 16 by 2020.

7. Embark on technical and safety improvements to Highway 97 from Quesnel to
Dawson Creek which will enable 5.3 metre (18 foot) high clearance for
transporting large manufactured equipment between Central and Northeast B.C.

8. Invest in the expansion of the Fairview Container Terminal at Prince Rupert and
investment in common user road, rail, and utility infrastructure at the Ports of
Kitimat and Prince Rupert to facilitate the development of new bulk terminal(s)
and a logistics park.

9. Support ongoing efforts to build a multi-modal transportation hub at Prince
George including funding for the Boundary Road Connector project and support
for the ongoing work of the local Air Logistics Park Task Force to secure policy
and regulatory changes from the federal government to reduce supply chain
friction and open up new trade, logistics, and light manufacturing opportunities.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Invest in Industrial Land Development and Arterial Road infrastructure
associated with major industrial development opportunities in Prince George and
the Terrace-Kitimat Corridor.

Complete the environmental assessment for the construction of a 287 KV
Northwest Transmission Line from Terrace to Dease Lake, and announce a
financing partnership strategy to proceed with providing electrical transmission
to this resource-rich corridor to unleash new mine and green power development
activity.

Construct the infrastructure to make cell phone and internet service seamless
along all of Highway 97 and 16 and across the rural regions similar to Alberta’s
Hwy 2 — Edmonton to Calgary and install a redundant fibre-optic line connection
from Central B.C. into the Northeast and over to Edmonton.

Expand education and training programs for health care professionals in the
North, with dental professionals as the new priority to complement rural
medicine once rural general practitioner and cancer treatment practitioner
training is well established.

Build laddered technical and degree granting engineering faculties at Northern
Colleges and the University of Northern British Columbia.

Support capital funding for trades and technical programming at the four
northern colleges and expand entry level technical and trades programs in high
schools.

Senior levels of government must support research, development and the
commercialization of research developed in the North at UNBC, including the
development of the New North foundation.

Implement resource revenue sharing to maintain a larger portion of royalties in
the rural region to finance First Nations-Industry joint ventures, and maintain
community infrastructure, such as transportation, amenities and downtown
renewal projects and help communities reach their economic potential.

Apply successful policy frameworks from Ontario Hydro and Quebec Hydro on
harnessing the power of green energy contracts to create manufacturing
investment and jobs in rural regions where wind turbine or bio-energy
investments will take place.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Northern British Columbia is a region of immense promise and untold opportunity.® It
is a region where life in perfect balance can be achieved: a full range of occupational
opportunities with recreational, wilderness and outdoor opportunities are available
that are simply second to none.

Northern British Columbia will be where B.C.’s economic future will be anchored. It is
a region of boundless economic potential and a broad array of renewable and non-
renewable natural resources. It is a region that continues to reach and understand
that it must secure its own future. Over the past couple of decades, post-secondary
education at University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC), the College of New
Caledonia, Northern Lights College and Northwest Community college has increased
the knowledge content of economic activities in the North. At the same time, the
development of the Fairview Container Terminal at Prince Rupert, the third longest
commercial runway in Canada, and government commitments to improve highway
corridors, is connecting the North to the world as never before.

There is broad consensus across the North that a “Northern Decade” is necessary
and that it is within reach. The North wants to build a knowledge-based resource
economy that is connected to the world. This is our aspiration and our collective
resolve.

Northern British Columbia’s abundant natural resources are key sources of wealth for
the province of B.C. However, as abundant and important as these natural
advantages are, deliberate action and long-term vision are necessary to bring about
the conditions for continued economic growth and sustainable development in
Northern British Columbia for the benefit of all British Columbians.

Investment, innovation, and collaboration are essential to the realization of Northern
British Columbia’s vision for prosperity for the long-term.

Future economic and community development in Northern British Columbia will be
built on the platform of four fundamental opportunities. They are:

1. Adding value to natural resources.
2. Growing the economic engine with strategic infrastructure investments.

3. Training and retaining a young workforce in rural and Northern British
Columbia.

4. Collaborative decisions between local governments, First Nations and
businesses on creating a positive climate for investment, certainty and
sharing opportunities through regionalized resource revenue sharing.

The following paper discusses these opportunities and provides 19 strategic
recommendations for their successful implementation. It is the contention of this
paper that, as the Olympic decade draws to a close, the next decade must be the
Northern decade if the province is going to prosper.

1.1 Northern British Columbia drives the provincial economy

The economic characteristics of Northern British Columbia differ significantly from
those of the province as a whole. This vast geographic region comprises 70% of the

1 For the purposes of this paper, Northern B.C. is defined as the northern 70% of the province,
roughly from the community of 100 Mile House northward.
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province’s land mass, but only 7.7% of the province’s total population.? However,
this relatively sparsely populated region produces a disproportionately high share of
the province’s wealth.

With its abundance of natural resources, Northern British Columbia is a critical
source of wealth for the province, generating significant benefits to the economy,
both in the form of revenues paid to the provincial government and in the form of
incomes earned by both individuals and businesses throughout B.C. Over the last
decade, natural resource revenues have, on average, contributed 12% to total
annual provincial revenues, with $3.8 billion flowing into provincial coffers in the
2007/08 fiscal year alone. Of this total, forest revenues accounted for 28.8%, natural
gas royalties made up 30% and other natural resources, including other energy and
minerals, accounted for 41.3%.

It has been long understood that British Columbia’s natural resources, and hence the
province’s resource-rich regions, are the engines of B.C.’s economy. Two-thirds of
provincial export income is earned by the forestry, mining, fishing, energy and
agricultural sectors;? sectors which, to varying degrees, dominate the economies of
Northern B.C. In 2007, international and interprovincial exports made up nearly half
(48.3%) of B.C.’s total GDP;* approximately one-third of B.C.’s GDP is thus derived
from the province’s natural resource sectors.

The Lower Mainland, despite being the most populous area of B.C., is
overwhelmingly a service centre for resource-rich rural B.C., and predominantly a
place of consumption rather than production.® On average, the Lower Mainland
exported $9,781 per capita in 2001, while Northern exports per capita were valued
at $41,223; this is 157% higher than B.C.’s per capita exports, and 321% higher
than the per capita exports of the Lower Mainland region of the province. The
resource dependency of the metropolitan regions of the province is clearly evidenced
by this gap.®

The metropolitan areas of the province depend on the export wealth that originates
in the natural resource sectors of rural areas of the province. New emerging
economies such as bio-technology, new media and other knowledge-based industries
make a relatively small contribution to the provincial economy, and the survival of
these industries is still largely dependent on economic activities generated by
resources in the province.

Given that the majority of employment and business activity in the province is either
directly or indirectly impacted by what occurs in natural resource sectors, these
sectors must be encouraged and supported through strategic infrastructure
investments and by policies that recognize the importance of these sectors to the
provincial economy.

British Columbia’s social and economic well-being is dependent on the wealth-
generating capacity of the North, since natural resources play the dominant role in
earning the money that ultimately pays for healthcare, education and social services.
As such, the sustainability of communities in the resource regions of the province will
affect the future sustainability of the entire province.

2 Statistics Canada, 2006 Census.

3 2001 estimate. Urban Futures Institute, “Regions & Resources: The Foundations of British
Columbia’s Economic Base.”

4 BC Stats.

5 Vancouver Economic Development Commission, Benchmark Report.

® Urban Futures Institute, Regions & Resources.
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In order to facilitate the conditions for a stronger, more diverse and more resilient
Northern economy, adequate strategies for diversification, development, and
investment must be developed, and innovative ways of formulating policy for the
North must be examined.

Northern B.C. Business Advantage: Affordable serviced
industrial land

Northern British Columbia offers affordable serviced industrial land at less than
10% of the cost in the B.C. Lower Mainland or other major Canadian centres.

With minimal industrial land availability in the Lower Mainland, priced significantly
above the average of comparable serviced industrial land across the North, the
only feasible option for growth of heavy industry and light industrial activity in
B.C. is for expansion into the northern 70% of the province.

With more than 37,000 acres of available industrial land in Northern B.C.,
including nearly 17,000 acres of industrial land available in the Kitimat-Terrace-
Prince Rupert region and over 3,500 acres available near Prince George (including
two large-scale areas within 30 minutes of the city), Northern B.C. has very high
potential for the development of new heavy and light industry activities.

2.0 ADDING VALUE TO NATURAL RESOURCES

For decades, the economy of Northern B.C. has been predominantly focused on
activities related to the extraction of natural resources, with only modest efforts
made to diversify regional economies.

While significant wealth is derived from natural resources as these commodities
move up the value chain, estimates have determined that economic activity in
Northern B.C. contributes approximately $11.3 billion, or 6.9%, to the province’s
GDP.’ By focusing mostly on the primary extraction, and ignoring the value that is
gained from these resources through the production and export processes, these
estimates understate Northern B.C.’s contribution to the provincial economy. At the
same time, these estimates reflect the severe lack of value-added activities in the
North that would enable it to retain a larger portion of the wealth derived from its
natural resources, ultimately for the benefit of all British Columbians.

Continued over-reliance on primary industries without a parallel focus on strategies
for diversification leaves Northern communities vulnerable and creates significant
barriers to maintaining economic and community sustainability. Future economic
development strategies must be focused both on extracting the maximum value from
natural resources in the region and on creating the conditions for the development of
new industries or innovation and growth of existing industries. This requires both
policy innovation and focused investment on the part of senior levels of government.

7 2007 estimate. BC Stats; Central 1 Credit Union, “B.C. Development Region Forecast: 2008-
2010.”
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Key Recommendation:

1. Ensure funding and support for communities and First Nations to access
highly-skilled site locator and industry attraction expertise focused on value-
added manufacturing for the resource sector.

2.1 Forestry and the emerging bio-energy industry

Given the incredible potential that still exists in relation to B.C.’s forest resources,
efforts to support the transformation and growth of the forest industry must be
pursued alongside the development of other natural resource industries. The
development of the bio-energy sector is just one of the many opportunities that exist
for the sustainability and diversification of forestry in Northern B.C. Innovations like
this will not only facilitate the longevity of forestry and B.C., but will also make a
contribution to meeting the energy demands or a growing population in B.C. and
across North America.

The current state of the forest industry has created an opportunity for diversification
within this industry. The past few years have seen the worst economic conditions in
50 years for loggers and lumber producers in B.C. The industry has been severely
weakened by: the imposition of export taxes on cross-border shipments of softwood
lumber, the mountain pine beetle epidemic, decadent forests with low saw-log
recovery in the Northwest, the high Canadian dollar, the dramatic downturn in the
U.S. housing market and the collapse of credit and commodity values. However, a
transformation of the industry can occur.

The reinvention of the forest industry in B.C. requires a conscious effort on the part
of decision-makers. The emerging bio-energy industry presents a major opportunity
for Northern B.C.; the region’s supply of forest biomass can be used to produce a
clean energy supply to meet increasing demand, while meeting the goal of reducing
carbon emissions. The bio-energy industry can create jobs in Northern communities,
help diversify rural economies, and improve the health of the province’s forests.
However, the bio-energy industry will not develop to its full potential without the
appropriate policy framework.

Key Recommendations:

2. Harmonize bio-energy strategies and set targets and timelines regarding
access to fibre, cost of fibre, and contract pricing for power.

3. Stimulate research and development, enact workable public policy
frameworks, and support commercialization in the bio-energy sector.

2.2 Mining, oil and gas

The mining and oil and gas industries have become increasingly important to the
provincial economy in recent years, and have the potential to be key drivers of the
Northern B.C. economy for decades to come.

Between 2003 and 2007, speculation about the potential for these industries
generated nearly $760 million in mineral exploration expenditures in Northern B.C.
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and $3.1 billion in sales of licenses and leases for Crown petroleum and natural gas
rights in the province.

In 2007 alone, mining exploration expenditures in Northern B.C. totalled $275.1
million, accounting for 66% of the provincial total.® Exploration expenditures have
increased by an annual average of 72% over the last five years,® creating great
potential for significant new developments in this industry in the North.

In 2007, there were five potential new mines under development in Northwest B.C.,
with $385 million in exploration expenditures. In the same year, sales in Northeast
B.C. made up nearly all of the provincial sales of petroleum and gas rights, totalling
nearly $929 million.*©

The development of shale gas reservoirs in Northeast B.C. and increased production
of high-value commodities such as coal, gold, copper and molybdenum in other
areas of the North will contribute substantial financial wealth to Northern
communities, which will facilitate further economic and social development.

Future developments related to mining and oil and gas in Northern B.C. could have
significant economic benefits for the entire province. In this region, mining
companies spent upwards of $52 million in wages and salaries in 2007; an average
of $68,783 per employed person.** Growth of the mining industry would facilitate the
creation of more high-paying jobs in Northern B.C., and would also result in
significant growth in business income, for businesses both directly and indirectly
involved in the industry. Increased mining activity would also have significant
positive implications for natural resource and tax revenues to government.

In order to realize the full potential of the mining and oil and gas industries in
Northern B.C., conditions must be established to ensure not only that mining and oil
and gas exploration continues, but that exploration projects progress to the next
level of development and operation. These conditions include both a favourable
policy environment that supports industry development within the context of First
Nations, and the available infrastructure to facilitate and support the growth of these
and other diverse economic activities in Northern B.C.

It also requires senior levels of government to work together to eliminate all policy
and procedural duplication in environmental assessment processes. In this
connection, there are examples where duplicate federal environmental assessment
and consultation processes are delaying mine development to the detriment of the
creation of family-supporting jobs and wealth creation.

Key Recommendation:

4. Eliminate duplication of regulation, process and timelines associated with
provincial and federal environmental assessments and project reviews.

5. Establish a Mining Commission with one-window approval, permitting and
safety services in Northwest B.C. for the province.

8 B.C. Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources.
9 B.C. Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources.
10 B.C. Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources.
11 pricewaterhouseCoopers, “The Mining Industry in British Columbia 2007.”
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3.0 GROWING THE NORTHERN ECONOMIC ENGINE WITH
STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS

Infrastructure investments in the North are critical to the future prosperity and
sustainability of the region. Investments in Northern transportation infrastructure,
including roads, highways, airports and marine ports, as well as investments in
energy and communications infrastructure are required if Northern B.C. is to realize
its full economic potential. Strategic investments must be made within a timeline
that will make the next decade the Northern decade, triggering economic benefits for
all British Columbians.

3.1 Transportation infrastructure

Investments in transportation infrastructure in Northern B.C. are critical to lowering
the cost of doing business and to improve the environment for global investment in
our resource base. Currently, highway infrastructure in Northern B.C. is drastically
underdeveloped relative to the Lower Mainland. Despite the fact that highways in
Northern B.C. are responsible for transporting wealth-generating resources from
rural regions of the province into export markets, this infrastructure has been
severely underfunded.

A commitment to build critical highway infrastructure that will move the economy of
Northern B.C. to the next level of development and prosperity is required. Complete
four-laning of Highway 97 from Cache Creek to Prince George, safety and technical
improvements along Highway 97 north of Prince George to Dawson Creek, and the
four-laning of Highway 16 to enable higher commercial traffic volumes are viable
investment projects that offer a significant return on investment.

The significant impact that improvements to highway infrastructure can have on the
development of industries has been proven in B.C. Decades ago, the $848 million
construction of the Coquihalla Highway opened up B.C.’s Southern Interior. The
Coquihalla has become the foundation for a transportation network that has opened
up the Thompson-Okanagan to markets across North America and the rest of the
world.

The current $600 million Sea-to-Sky highway project in the Lower Mainland is
projected to create 6,000 new jobs throughout the province as a result of economic
activity generated along the corridor, and increase provincial GDP by $300 million
over the period of 2010 to 2025.

While improvement projects for roadways in the North would have similar, if not
greater, benefits to those in the Lower Mainland; these infrastructure projects have
not been pursued with the same urgency as projects in the South.

There is, however, an urgent need to aggressively pursue the completion of the
Cariboo Connector improvements, as well as other highways in the North. While the
$200 million first phase of the Cariboo Connector improvement project is currently
underway, the remainder of the $2 billion four-laning project has not been scheduled
for construction.

While passenger vehicle traffic has grown along Highway 97 by 2.2 per cent between
2000 and 2007, larger vehicle and truck traffic has grown by 32 per cent, and is
expected to continue to grow as new developments related to natural resources and
transportation and logistics come on line. The failure to make the necessary
investments in highways to meet increased demand on routes in Northern B.C. will
constrain growth and development in the region.
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The differences in economic characteristics between Northern B.C. and the rest of
the province dictate that development must take a different path in the North than it
has in the South. Unlike much of the infrastructure investments in the Lower
Mainland, which were driven largely by population pressures, investment in the
North must be undertaken in response to economic opportunities inherent to the
region.

As mentioned in the previous section of this paper, the mining and oil and gas
sectors represent the next great resource boom opportunities in the province.
However, obtaining mine permits and natural gas licenses is futile without the
transportation and transmission infrastructure in place to facilitate development
within a reasonable cost structure. Growth in the mining and oil and gas industries
requires safe, reliable and efficient four-lane trade highways and high quality
resource roads that connect Northern B.C. with the rest of the province, Canada and
international export markets through the region’s international airports and marine
ports.

Northern transportation infrastructure that includes resource roads, highways,
airports and ports is also critical to the movement of manufactured goods that will
promote growth and diversification within the province’s manufacturing sector, and
increase the province’s GDP and revenue base.

B.C.’s position as Canada’s Pacific gateway presents numerous possibilities for
expansion of the manufacturing sector; however, the growth rate for the province’s
manufacturing output over the period 2003-2007 is behind the rates in every other
province, except Ontario and the Northwest Territories.*?

The increased transportation costs associated with roads which have height, width or
load restrictions impact the profitability of firms and pose significant barriers to
development in the North. Heavy manufactured goods such as compressor stations,
hydroelectric and wind turbines, combines, pre-manufactured homes, drilling rigs
and mining equipment should not have to travel out of Northern B.C. via Alberta and
U.S. highways that do not have the same overhead obstructions or load restrictions
as the Highway 97 Pine Pass does in B.C.

Because of this situation, Alberta has developed the manufacturing base for products
like manufactured homes which could be produced more cost effectively in the wood-
basket of Central B.C. where they could be transported partly assembled out of the
region on a more efficient provincial route. The severe lack of investment in highway
infrastructure has taken manufacturing opportunities away from Northern B.C. and
placed them in Alberta.

And yet, a $135 million investment upgrading seven overpasses and two bridges to a
5.3 metre clearance would pay for itself if B.C. companies captured just a 0.7%
increase in market share from Alberta companies currently supplying the Northeast
oil and gas and forest industries.

Improved infrastructure for transporting manufactured goods to external markets is
critical to improving B.C.’s growth position for this industry. Given the province’s
geographical position, B.C. should be in a better growth position than the Prairie
Provinces, especially considering the low cost of industrial land in the region that
would be suitable for diverse manufacturing operations.

12 statistics Canada.
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Prince Rupert and Prince George: The Northern Corridor Port
and Transportation Hub Advantage

Prince Rupert: The Port of Prince Rupert offers strategic advantages for shippers
and is quickly gaining an international reputation for reliability, efficiency and
speed. About one-third (30%) of the containers that entered the Port from outside
Canada left the port fully laden with exports.

Over its first year of operations, 300 direct and 400 indirect jobs were created and
there was a 177% increase in throughput between the first month of operations in
November 2007 and October 2008.

Building upon the existing bulk export terminals supporting Western Canadian
mining and agricultural sectors, the new Fairview Container Terminal has already
shown its strength as a key strategic gateway for the import of containerized
goods from Asia. The $600 million expansion of the terminal will increase the
annual capacity of the port by four times by 2014. In addition, the expansion of
logistic services at the gateway — providing shippers with greater flexibility and
enhanced market access —offers opportunities for export industries across the
region. A $200 Million investment in rail, road and utility corridor at Ridley Island
would further develop the port facilities and enable up to $2 billion in investment
by the sulphur, postash, coal, wood pellet, aggregate and logistics industries.

Prince George: Prince George has built a strong position as a transportation hub
and the in-land gateway to Asia and the United States. During the past 18
months, the Prince George Airport Authority oversaw the completion of the third
longest commercial runway in Canada, situated on a great circle route between
Asia and the U.S. mid-west.

CN Rail also completed an inter-modal handling facility, marking the first step
towards building a multi-modal hub at Prince George linking to the railway’s north,
south, east, and west rail connections in the city.

Prince George is poised for significant growth catalyzed by its strategic location and
transportation assets. But, government support of local initiatives, including the
Boundary Road Connector project, will be required. Federal regulatory and policy
changes are also needed to decrease supply chain friction and to increase trade
liberalization. Support for policies such as “open skies” and foreign trade zones will
help enable new trade, logistics and light manufacturing opportunities.

With aggressive action, it is